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This historical resources survey report is produced for the purposes of meeting requirements 

under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the Antiquities Code of Texas, and 

other cultural resource legislation related to environmental clearance as applicable. 
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Abstract 

The proposed Interstate Highway (I-) 35 Capital Express Central Project is to improve an 

approximately 8-mile segment of I-35 from U.S. Highway (US) 290 East to US 290 West/State 

Highway 71. The project Area of Potential Effects (APE) includes a portion of the Elgin-Butler 

Brick Company (EBBC) Main Office at 4000  North I-35, which was recommended as individually 

eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) as part of the 2004 I-35 Corridor 

Survey conducted by Hardy-Heck-Moore, Inc. Based on this previous finding, the Texas 

Department of Transportation (TxDOT) concluded that intensive-level work would be required to 

provide a definitive NRHP evaluation for the property. A description of the overall project area 

and detailed survey results are included in the reconnaissance Historic Resources Survey 

Report (HRSR). 

 

On behalf of the TxDOT Environmental Affairs Division, Mead & Hunt, Inc. performed an 

intensive survey in January 2022 to provide a definitive evaluation of NRHP eligibility for the 

EBBC Main Office. The intensive survey included extensive research, fieldwork, and comparative 

analysis. 

 

Based on the findings of the intensive survey, the EBBC Main Office is recommended eligible for 

listing in the NRHP at the local level under Criterion A in the area of Commerce and Criterion C 

in the area of Architecture. Based on the project designs as shown on August 2022 schematics, 

both build alternatives (Alternative 2 and Modified Alternative 3) would remove the EBBC Main 

Office, resulting in an adverse effect to the NRHP-eligible property. TxDOT will consult with the 

Texas State Historic Preservation Office and other consulting parties under Section 106 of the 

National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 to resolve adverse effects. A Section 4(f) of the U.S. 

Department Act evaluation for the property will be required. 
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Project Identification  
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Á Report Author(s): Lauren Kelly; Mead & Hunt, Inc. (Mead & Hunt) 

Á Principal Investigators: Rick Mitchell and Emily Pettis, Mead & Hunt 
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survey products, reviewed National Register of Historic 
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Area of Potential Effects (APE) 

 

 δExisting ROW 

 δ150õ from Proposed ROW and Easements 

 δ300õ from Proposed ROW and Easements 

 χCustom: Former Elgin-Butler Brick Company (EBBC) Main Office, now Austin 

Chronicle Building (4000  North I-35, Travis Central Appraisal District [TCAD] parcel 

211825 ). (Note: The APE for the I-35 Capital Express Central Project 

reconnaissance HRSR extends 150 feet beyond the projectõs Environmental Study 

Area.) 

Á Historic-Age Survey Cut-Off Date: 1980 

Á Study Area For the I-35 Capital Express Central Project as a whole, the historic 

resources study area extends 1,300 feet beyond proposed new 

right-of-way (ROW) and easements. Results of the overall study 

area analysis are available in the projectõs Historic Resources 

Research Design and reconnaissance-level Historic Resources 

Survey Report (HRSR). 

 

For purposes of this intensive survey, the historic resources study 

area is limited to the EBBC Main Office parcel. 

Section 106 Consulting Parties 

Á Public Involvement Outreach Efforts: 

 The proposed project includes ongoing focused Section 106 of the National Historic 

Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (Section 106) public involvement outreach, as well as 

incorporation of historic resources as part of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 

public involvement process. The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) held a virtual 

Section 106 consulting parties meeting on October 6, 2021, to provide an overview of the 

project, cultural resources management as part of TxDOTõs project development process, 

consulting party opportunities and roles in the Section 106 process, and upcoming historic 

resources survey tasks and schedule. TxDOT will involve consulting parties and other interested 

parties to provide input on potentially historic resources and historic districts in the project APE 

and study area. TxDOT posted the draft I-35 Capital Express Central reconnaissance-level HRSR 

and seven intensive-level HRSRs on the project website for public access on May 24, 2022. A 

Section 106 consulting party meeting was held on June 10, 2022, to gather comments and 

questions. TxDOT will involve consulting parties throughout the Section 106 process, including 

a meeting to discuss project impacts and potential mitigation activities. Additional information 

on Section 106-focused public involvement efforts for the I-35 Capital Express Central Project 

is included in the reconnaissance-level HRSR. 
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Á Identification of Section 106 Consulting Parties:  

 TxDOT identified 28 potential consulting parties for the I-35 Capital Express Central Project. Of 

the consulting parties, the following groups are most likely to have interest in the EBBC Main 

Office based on geographic location and/or historical associations: 

¶ Texas Historical Commission 

¶ Travis County Historical Commission 

¶ Preservation Austin 

¶ Preservation Texas 

¶ City of Austin Historic Landmark Commission/Historic Preservation Office 

¶ Wilshire Wood/Delwood I Neighborhood Association 

¶ Cherrywood Neighborhood Association 

Á Section 106 Review Efforts:  

 As noted above, TxDOT held a Section 106 consulting party meeting on October 6, 2021, to 

provide an overview of the project, cultural resources management as part of TxDOTõs project 

development process, consulting party opportunities and roles in the Section 106 process, and 

upcoming historic resources survey tasks and schedule. On December 6, 2021, TxDOT updated 

consulting parties on the in-progress cultural resources investigations via email. TxDOT 

provided another update and outlined upcoming steps in the Section 106 process via email on 

February 2, 2022. In this email, TxDOT reminded consulting parties of the opportunity to 

provide input on potentially historic resources in the project APE. Mead & Hunt contacted 

several consulting parties to request additional information in the course of developing the 

draft HRSR. These included: 

¶ City of Austin Historic Landmark Commission/Historic Preservation Office 

¶ City of Austin Parks and Recreation Department, Historic Preservation and Tourism 

¶ Preservation Austin 

¶ Texas Historical Commission 

 

TxDOT initiated formal review of the draft I-35 Capital Express Central reconnaissance-level 

HRSR and seven intensive-level HRSRs on May 24, 2022. The HRSRs were posted to the 

project website. Consulting parties were notified and invited to send comments and questions 

via email to the TxDOT project historian. A Section 106 consulting party meeting was held on 

June 10, 2022, to gather comments and questions. Section 106 consulting parties were also 

invited to request individual meetings with the TxDOT project historian if desired.  

 

TxDOT will continue to involve consulting parties throughout the Section 106 process. A second 

meeting to discuss potential mitigation activities will be held at a date to be determined during 

the fall of 2022. Results of this meeting, including additional consulting party comments 

related to the EBBC Main Office, will be included in the final I-35 Capital Express Central 

reconnaissance-level HRSR. 



 

 
 

Historical Resources Survey Report, Texas Department of Transportation, Environmental Affairs Division 

istorical Studies Report, Texas Department of Transportation, Environmental Affairs Division 7 7 

7 

Á Summary of Consulting Parties Comments:  

 The City of Austin Historic Preservation Office submitted comments on the EBBC Main Office 

intensive-level HRSR to concur with the NRHP eligibility findings of the report and request 

consideration of any mitigation measures that might save the building. It also noted the 

property is eligible for City of Austin Historic Landmark status. 

 

No other consulting party comments directly related to the EBBC Main Office were received. 

Stakeholders 

Á Stakeholder Outreach Efforts: 

 In addition to the Section 106 consulting parties, anticipated project stakeholders may include 

property owners, residents, and business owners in and near the project APE; neighborhood 

associations and planning contact teams; other neighborhood and community groups; and 

elected officials. The reconnaissance-level HRSR provides additional information on 

stakeholder outreach for the overall I-35 Capital Express Central Project. 

Á Identification of Stakeholder Parties:  

 As part of the intensive survey, Mead & Hunt identified the following additional potential 

stakeholders: 

 

Nick Barbaro 

Director/Vice President/Secretary, Austin Chronicle Properties, Inc. 

P.O. Box 40966 

Austin, TX 78765 

 

Hancock Neighborhood Association 

Coan Dillahunty, President 

Coan.dillahunty@gmail.com 

 

Midtexmod, regional chapter of Docomomo US  

Elizabeth Porterfield, President 

P.O. Box 12734 

Austin, TX 78711 

Á Summary of Stakeholder Comments:  

 Nick Barbaro attended a Zoom meeting on September 1, 2021, with TxDOT staff to discuss 

parcel acquisition. The meeting covered how much of the property would be taken and the 

potential changes to the property value and current tax situation as Austin Chronicle Properties, 

Inc. owns nine parcels in the vicinity. Barbaro mentioned they had space to relocate and that 

the property was the second oldest in the area. 
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Barbaro reviewed the EBBC Main Office intensive-level HRSR and responded with no further 

comments in June 2022. 

Project Setting/Study Area  

Á Study Area  

 This intensive investigation focuses on the parcel containing the 1957 EBBC Main Office, 

currently occupied by The Austin Chronicle. A location map is provided in Appendix D. The 

intensive study area also includes eight other parcels owned by Austin Chronicle Properties, 

Inc. on this block: TCAD parcels 211818, 211819, 211820, 211821, 211822, 211823, 

211814, and 772063. Parcel 211823 is the only property that is not vacant and contains a 

1947 converted single-family dwelling occupied by Arts & Labor advertising/video production 

studio and a 1998 two-story office building formerly used as offices for the South by Southwest 

(SXSW) festival. Mead & Hunt historians examined adjacent properties associated with the 

Plainview Heights subdivision plat and commercial properties along this portion of I-35 to better 

understand the EBBC property within its historic setting and context. 

Á Previously Evaluated Historic Resources  

 The EBBC Main Office at 4000 North I-35 was determined eligible for the NRHP under Criterion 

C in 2004 by Hardy-Heck-Moore, Inc. (HHM, Inc.) as part of the Interstate Highway 35 Corridor 

Survey. The property is identified on TxDOTõs Historic Resources of Texas Aggregator as an 

NRHP-eligible property (Object ID 2010). It was also recommended eligible as a city landmark 

and for the NRHP under Criteria A and C by Cox McLain Environmental Consulting in a 2019-

2020 Historic Resources Survey of North Loop, Hancock, and Upper Boggy Creek for the City of 

Austin (Survey ID 211825). 

Á Previously Designated Historic Properties  

 There are no designated historic properties within the intensive study area. 

Á Previously Designated Historic Districts  

 There are no designated historic districts within the intensive study area. 

Á Historic Land Use  

 This property was vacant before the construction of the EBBC Main Office in 1957. The parcel 

was created in 1925 from Lot 1, Block 10 of the Plainview Heights subdivision, platted in 1910 

on land owned by Zacharia Pannell Jourdan. It lies on outlot 20, originally owned by J.G. 

Swisher as shown on William Sanduskyõs 1840 map of Austin. It was owned by Jourdanõs niece, 

John Cato Butler, from 1925 to 1946, when it was sold to Watt Schieffer. Schieffer petitioned 

to have the plat rezoned from residential to commercial in 1954 and sold it to Michael W. 

Butler, Martin Butler, and Tom Butler, Jr. (unrelated to the previous owner with the Butler 

surname) in 1956. The Butlers sold the lot at cost to the EBBCñtheir familyõs companyñthat 

same year to construct a new office.  
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Á Current Land Use and Environment  

 The building is used as the main office for The Austin Chronicle, a weekly periodical. It faces the 

southbound frontage road for I-35. Austin Chronicle Properties, Inc. owns eight adjacent 

parcels: the six facing East 40 th Street are zoned for limited office use, and the two facing East 

41st Street are zoned for community commercial use. However, 1000 East 40th Street is the 

only property with improvements. It contains a 1947 converted single-family dwelling (now 

small professional office) and a 1998 two-story office building. The unaffiliated adjacent 

property at 1033 East 41st Street contains a five-story 1996 storage building. An unaffiliated 

three-story 1972 clinic with surrounding parking area is located to the south of East 40th Street 

at 3920 North I-35. 

Á Historic Period(s) and Property Types  

 The property includes a 1957 Contemporary-style office building. The period of significance 

spans from 1957 to 1989, the period the property was owned and occupied by the EBBC. 

Á Integrity of Historic Setting  

 The historic setting has been altered since 1957. The construction of this building was part of 

the shift from residential to commercial land uses along this part of East Avenue, which began 

in 1949 in anticipation of the construction of the Interregional Highway (now I-35). Many of the 

commercial properties facing the highway in this area were constructed in the 1960s in 

response to the highwayõs completion. Views north and east from the EBBC Main Office are 

currently obstructed by the 1996 five-story storage building north of the parcel and the 

highwayõs elevated upper deck constructed in the early 1970s.  

 

This part of the Plainview Heights neighborhood was still very sparsely developed in the mid-

1950s. The 1935 (updated 1962) Sanborn map shows nearby dwellings at 1011 East 41st 

Street and 1009 and 1011 East 40th Street (all nonextant). Commercial uses developed along 

the east side of the Interregional Highway by the mid-1950s, including a service station, motel, 

and the Delwood Shopping Center (all altered or nonextant).  

Survey Methods 

Á Methodological Description  

 A reconnaissance-level evaluation was performed for the overall project area and compiled in 

the I-35 reconnaissance HRSR dated March 2022. Because the EBBC Main Office had 

previously been recommended eligible for the NRHP in two previous surveys, TxDOT requested 

an intensive survey to gather additional property-specific information and finalize an eligibility 

recommendation. This survey and report comply with the standards set forth by TxDOT for 

historic resources. 
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Fieldwork included two site visits for interior and exterior photography and to view blueprints 

held by The Austin Chronicle for the building. Mead & Hunt historians performed research online 

and at the Austin History Center and Travis County Clerkõs Office. Mead & Hunt historians also 

contacted former EBBC historian Jeff Twining for additional information. Research subjects 

included the EBBC, the Butler family, Plainview Heights, and architect Olin Boese. 

Á Comments on Methods  

Investigations include one non-archaeological cultural resources intensive survey, including 

photographic documentation and research. Findings of the intensive survey are compiled into 

this HRSR completed in accordance with TxDOTõs Documentation Standard: Historical Resources 

Survey Report. 

Survey Results 

Á Project Area Description 

 Two alternatives are currently under consideration for the proposed improvements: Alternative 

2 and Modified Alternative 3. Under both alternatives, proposed improvements include 

removing the existing I-35 upper decks, lowering the roadway, and adding two non-tolled high-

occupancy-vehicle managed lanes in each direction from US 290 East to SH 71/Ben White 

Boulevard. Both alternatives would reconstruct frontage roads, ramps, intersections, and east-

west cross-street bridges. Shared-use (pedestrian and bicycle) paths would be added along the 

corridor. Under Alternative 2, additional flyovers would be constructed at the I-35 and US 290 

East interchange. Under both alternatives, additional ROW acquisition would be required 

intermittently along areas throughout the corridor. In most areas, the proposed new ROW would 

not extend past the first tier of parcels adjacent to the existing I-35 ROW. Design files for both 

alternatives are available on the project website (www.my35capex.com). Parcels adjacent to 

the I-35 ROW include a mix of historic-age and non-historic-age commercial, institutional, or 

high-density multi-family residential resources. Several parks, cemeteries, and sports and 

entertainment stadiums/arenas are also present. Beyond the first tier of parcels, the APE 

surveyed for the projectõs reconnaissance HRSR includes a wider mix of resources, including 

established single-family residential neighborhoods, a wide range of commercial properties, 

governmental buildings, and educational properties.  

 

This intensive survey focuses only on the former EBBC Main Office property. The project area is 

TCAD parcel 211825, containing 0.33 acres. It faces the I-35 southbound frontage road to the 

east and East 40th Street to the south. Neighboring parcels west of the site are vacant, and the 

parcel directly north contains an unaffiliated modern storage facility. The former EBBC Main 

Office is occupied by The Austin Chronicle. 

 

http://www.my35capex.com/
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Á Literature Review 

 Mead & Hunt consulted a range of primary and secondary sources to develop the historic 

context and evaluate the subject property for NRHP eligibility. Below is a general description of 

sources used and how each informed the intensive survey. Individual resources are also 

identified in the References Cited section. 

 

The following historic mapping and aerial imagery sources obtained online were used to trace 

development patterns and land uses in the study area and analyze the relationship between 

the subject property and the Plainview Heights subdivision: 

¶ Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1935 (updated 1962) 

¶ Historic aerials from the Portal to Texas History 

¶ Travis USDA historic imagery from TNRIS 

 

Online newspaper and magazine research at the following repositories yielded background 

information on the EBBC, Butler family, Plainview Heights, East Avenue/Interregional 

Highway/ I-35, and architect Olin Boese for the historic context and property-specific 

information: 

¶ Newspapers.com 

o Austin Weekly Statesman 

o Austin-American Statesman 

o Fort Worth Star-Telegram 

 

¶ Ancestry.com 

o San Antonio Light 

o The Denton Record-Chronicle 

o Corpus Christi Times 

o San Antonio Express  

 

Primary source materials were obtained online, at the Travis County Clerk Office, and the Austin 

History Center. These sources included the following: 

¶ Travis County deed records and plat maps 

 

¶ City directories 

 

¶ Census records 

 

¶ EBBC files, including meeting minutes, held at the Austin History Center, providing 

valuable information on the history of the company 

 

¶ Construction blueprints of the building held by The Austin Chronicle 

 



 

 
 

Historical Resources Survey Report, Texas Department of Transportation, Environmental Affairs Division 

istorical Studies Report, Texas Department of Transportation, Environmental Affairs Division 12 12 

12 

Mead & Hunt historians contacted Jeff Twining, EBBC company historian in the early 1990s, for 

general information about the history and function of the building. 

Historical Context Statement 

 The EBBC Main Office is located at 4000 North I-35 on Lot 1, Block 10 of the Plainview Heights 

subdivision. It was constructed on a vacant lot deeded to the company from members of the 

Butler family in 1956. The EBBC was significant to the development of both Austin and Elgin, 

Texas, and its products are prolific on Austinõs built landscape. The EBBC Main Office, designed 

by Fort Worth architect Olin Boese, is an intact example of a postwar Contemporary office and 

serves as a showcase for EBBCõs innovative products. 

 

The Elgin-Butler Brick Company 

The Butler Brick Company was founded by Irish immigrant Michael Butler in Austin, Texas, in 

1873. He was a mason by trade and started his first brick-making plant in Dallas in 1869, 

which he later sold to his brother. Butlerõs first plant in Austin, started in 1873  on the north 

side of the Colorado River in East Austin, was prone to flooding. In 1875 the company moved 

operations to what was initially a 32-acre plat but grew to a massive tract of land on the south 

side of the river between Barton Creek and South 1st Street, extending south from the river to 

Barton Springs Road (see Figure 1). The family lived in a house on this property at 200 South 

Lamar (demolished in 1958), which was described in 1885 as òone of the palaces of the city.ó1 

In 1887 the family moved to a grander home at the corner of 11th and Guadalupe Streets in 

downtown West Austin designed by Thomas Harding (demolished 1971).  

 

 
1 òBricks: Their Wholesale Manufacture in Austin, A Reporterõs Visit to the Extensive Yards of Mr. M. Butler, 

and What He Saw.,ó The Austin Weekly Statesman, April 10, 1884. 
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Figure 1. Map showing the original Butler plant location (lower-right) and the second location 

(lower-left to center). A third plant site discussed below is also shown.2 

 

By 1884 Butlerõs brick company was a thriving and prominent business in Austin. A reporter 

from the Austin Weekly Statesman visited the brickyards and spoke to Michael Butler, who was 

preparing to meet an anticipated demand for building materials in Austin.3 The company had 

recently implemented a new Sword brickmaking machine and expected to produce around 3 

million bricks per year.4 The plant had four clamps (or kilns) at the site fired by cedar from 

another plat owned by the family located several miles up the river (see Figure 2). At the time 

the Butler Brick Company had 50-75 employees and produced more brick than any yard in the 

state.5 

 

 
2 August Watkins Harris, òThe Elgin-Butler Brick Company, 1873-1963,ó n.d., Available in Elgin Butler Brick 

Company Records, Austin History Center. 
3 òBricks: Their Wholesale Manufacture in Austin, A Reporterõs Visit to the Extensive Yards of Mr. M. Butler, 

and What He Saw.ó 

4 òBricks: Their Wholesale Manufacture in Austin, A Reporterõs Visit to the Extensive Yards of Mr. M. Butler, 

and What He Saw.ó 

5 òBricks: Their Wholesale Manufacture in Austin, A Reporterõs Visit to the Extensive Yards of Mr. M. Butler, 

and What He Saw.ó 
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Figure 2. A 1900 photograph of one of the kilns at Butlerõs plant.6 

 

The Sword brickmaking machine used by the Butler Brick Company appears in newspapers 

along the East Coast and across the Midwest starting in 1867. It was widely employed but far 

from the only option on the market. That year alone Scientific American reported 20 new 

designs for brickmaking machines, which used steam power for uniform compression to create 

stronger bricks that were truer in form than previous methods.7 The same year Michael Butler 

began using the new Sword machine, Porter and Charles Sword submitted a new patent for 

their machine to keep up with the pace of the industry.8 

 

The late nineteenth century was a time of rapid change in the brickmaking industry. With the 

widespread use of machines came uniformity in brick forms. At the same time, the industry was 

professionalizing. More technical knowledge was needed to assess varying clays, which 

affected the efficacy of the machines, and the machines themselves required engineering 

knowledge to maintain. A dedicated industry journal, Clay Worker, began in 1884, and its 

editor, Theodore Randall, was instrumental in the founding of the National Brick Manufacturers 

Association (NBMA), which began two years later.9 The NBMA established standardized brick 

forms, and its members recognized the need for a more scientific approach to brick production. 

With industry standardization, specialization became more important as companies attempted 

to separate themselves from competing brickmakers. 

 

In 1894 a member of the NBMA named Edward Orten, Jr. founded the nationõs first ceramic 

engineering program at The Ohio State University. By 1930 there were 16 similar programs in 

 
6 Austin, Texas, Illustratedל: The Famous Capital City of the Lone Star State, 1900, 

https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth33020/m1/37/.  
7 I. B. Holley, òThe Mechanization of Brickmaking,ó Technology and Culture 50, no. 1 (2009): 82ð102. 

8 Annual Report of the Commissioner of Patents for the Year 1884 (Washington: Government Printing 

Office, 1885). 
9 Holley, òThe Mechanization of Brickmaking.ó 
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the country. In 1898 the American Ceramic Society was founded by Orten and like-minded men 

for the educationally qualified. There was resistance in the NMBA to this scientific approach 

from what were dubbed òpractical men,ó who felt it was best to learn brickmaking in the field. 10 

 

Michael Butler was one of these òpractical men,ó who determined the suitability of soil by 

tasting it, but his eldest son, John Francis Butler, became one of the early students of the 

ceramic engineering program at The Ohio State University. His second son, Thomas Butler, 

would similarly go on to serve in professional organizations as president of the Clay Products 

Association of the Southwest and as director of the Structural Clay Products Institute in 

Washington, D.C.11 John encouraged his father to buy land in Elgin, approximately 25 miles 

northeast of Austin, to take advantage of the quality of their clay.12  

 

Elgin lies on the Wilcox group of formations, a band of clay that cuts a diagonal line across 

Texas from Texarkana down to Eagle Pass. The northeast portion of the formation contains 

high-quality kaolin clay capable of producing fine white ceramics. The portion near Austin is 

known as the Butler Clay District of the Rockdale formation, and the clay around Austin (and in 

Elgin) produces an attractive buff-colored brick.13 The clay there is found in seemingly endless 

quantities that attracted the Butlers in 1903 and several other companies after.14 

 

The company built a plant in Elgin in 1901 and began selling bricks from the new plant in 

1903, and the company name changed to Elgin-Butler Brick Company. In 1909 Michael Butler 

died, and control of Elgin-Butler Brick passed to his two sons, John Francis Butler, who served 

as Chairman of the Board, and Thomas James Butler, who served as President of the Company. 

In 1912 the plant in Austin burned, and the company leased Colonel A. J. Zilkerõs Austin Brick 

Company and moved operations again, this time to the north side of the Colorado River (see 

Figures 1 and 3), moving clay across it to kilns on the other side via cable lift.  

 

 
10 Holley, òThe Mechanization of Brickmaking.ó 
11 òThomas Butler Sr. Dies at Age 87,ó The Austin American, January 5, 1973. 

12 Harris, òThe Elgin-Butler Brick Company, 1873-1963.ó 

13 òUT Laboratory Pushing Tests on Use of Clay,ó Austin American-Statesman, August 23, 1949. 

14 òUT Laboratory Pushing Tests on Use of Clay.ó 
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Figure 3. The final Butler Brick Company plant in Austin, leased from Zilker, Sanborn Fire 

Insurance Map, 1935.15 

 

By 1924 the EBBC was the largest brick company in the Southwest with an annual output of 20 

million bricks.16 It had recently supplied brick for the Stephen F. Austin Hotel, then the tallest 

private building in Austin. The article noted that the hotel was the most substantial structure yet 

built with Butler brick, but that the company had furnished materials for almost all brick 

structures in Austin during the 15 years prior. Forty-two types of brick were manufactured at the 

time, making it notable not only in scale but variety.17 

 

By 1924 the EBBC had distributing offices in various cities across the Southwest and salesmen 

on the road. Though the EBBC maintained a small factory in Austin, most production shifted to 

its 320-acre tract in Elgin after the second plant in Austin burned. At the time the EBBC 

employed approximately 150 people, some of whom lived in company housing on the Elgin site, 

which also had a commissary and general store. The 1916 Sanborn map of Elgin shows only 

one dwelling and the commissary on the EBBC site, but later aerials show approximately 20 

 
15 òAustin, Texas, 1935 Vol. 1.,ó 1:600 (New York: Sanborn Map Company, 1935), 1, Library of Congress, 

https://www.loc.gov/item/sanborn08415_006/.  
16 òElgin-Butler Brick Company Largest in the Southwest,ó Austin American-Statesman, May 18, 1924. 

17 òElgin-Butler Brick Company Largest in the Southwest.ó 
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dwellings, all nonextant (see Figure 4). Brick production continued in Austin until 1942, after 

which all production activity took place in Elgin.18 The Austin plant was demolished in 1958, but 

the clay pit bucket tower is still extant along the Colorado River with a City of Austin historical 

marker. The Butler family sold the 91 acres south of the Colorado River that housed their 

second plant to the City of Austin in 1941 for $60,000.19 The land was to be an extension of 

the popular Zilker Park, and recreational areas on the tract still bear the Butler name. 

 

 
Figure 4. Aerial image of the Elgin plant in 1959, including the now nonextant dwellings on the 

right.20 

 

The EBBC maintained an office in Austin until it sold the subject property at 4000 North I-35 in 

1989. At least as early as 1918, its downtown office was located at 201 Congress Avenue 

(nonextant). In 1946 the company built a new office at 1308 North Congress Avenue, designed 

by Page Southerland Page. It was a modern building that ògave advertisement to the 

 
18 Harris, òThe Elgin-Butler Brick Company, 1873-1963.ó 
19 Morris Midkiff, òBig Butler Tract Obtained,ó Austin American-Statesman, August 8, 1941. 
20 Neal Douglass, òButler Brick Company,ó Photograph, The Portal to Texas History, (August 29, 1959), 

https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth18998/.  
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possibilities in architectural usage of the ceramic materials in current production by the 

Companyó (see Figure 5).21  

 

 
Figure 5. Undated photograph of the EBBCõs second office in Austin, located at 1308 North 

Congress Avenue.22 

 

In 1956 the EBBCõs office and several other properties were slated for demolition as part of a 

Capitol expansion project, necessitating the move to East Avenue.23 On July 3, 1956, a special 

meeting of the board of directors was held. Present were President Thomas Butler and his wife, 

Hazel; Mike Butler (son of John Butler); Thomas Butler, Jr. (son of Thomas Butler); and Martin 

Butler (son of Thomas Butler). They voted to transfer the property on East Avenue from the 

family to the company at cost and construct an office. The subject EBBC Main Office was 

designed by architect Olin Boese and built by the Yarbrough Construction Company for 

$80,000 , completed in 1957 (see Figures 6 through 8).24 

 

 
21 Harris, òThe Elgin-Butler Brick Company, 1873-1963.ó 
22 òMichael Butler Scrapbook,ó n.d., Elgin Butler Brick Company Records, Austin History Center. 
23 The Capitol Staff, òCapitol Site Clearing Bids Being Opened,ó Austin American-Statesman, August 24, 

1956. 
24 òMeeting Books 1939-1996,ó n.d., Available in Elgin Butler Brick Company Records, Austin History 

Center. 
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Figure 6. An undated photograph of the EBBC Main Office at 4000 North I-35.25 

 

 
Figure 7. 1958 aerial showing the EBBC Main Office near the Interregional Highway. The EBBC 

Main Office parcel is outlined in red.26 

 
25 òVarious Records Compiled by Historian Jeff Twining,ó n.d., Elgin Butler Brick Company Records, Austin 

History Center. 
26 United States Department of Agriculture, òTravis USDA Historic Imageryó (TNRIS DataHub, January 30, 

1958), https://data.tnris.org/collection?c=4e1c31c4 -5d13-4a6f-8672-8da77c825dea#8.06/30.326/ -

97.771. 
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